
 

 

Sermon: When we can finally see! 
 

In the third chapter of John’s first epistle, John writes, “See what love the 
Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is 
what we are.”  
 
In the eyes of God, we are not our jobs, we are not our friends, we are not 
the things we are good at or terrible at. We are God’s children.  
 
God can look beyond the exteriors and facades we put on, and God sees 
our truest identities – our identities as God’s children. 
 
The problem is, we don’t always see that in ourselves. Too often we can 
get caught up in what others see in us. Am I doing the right things? 
Wearing the right clothes? Behaving the right way?  
 
And, if the people around us are all worrying about the same things we are, 
we may not even know that what we’re focused on isn’t what ultimately 
matters.  
 
It isn’t until we have a profound encounter with God that we realize who we 
really are. 
 
After the resurrection of Jesus, two people were walking on the road to 
Emmaus and discussing what had happened to Jesus – that he had been 
crucified, and that they had hoped he was the one who would redeem 
Israel.  
 
Jesus appeared to them and was walking with them, but they didn’t know 
who he was. They told him about Jesus, his death and that their hopes had 
been crushed, and that some women were claiming that some angels had 
told them that Jesus was alive. Others had gone to investigate and had not 
found Jesus there.  
 
Jesus explained everything to them, beginning with Moses and all that the 
prophets had said, but it was not until later when he broke bread with them 
that they saw him and understood who he was. 
 
Later, Jesus appears among the people, and they think he is a ghost. He 
shows them his hands and feet, and he eats with them so that they can be 



 

 

assured that he is real. When he does these things, they realize who he is 
and that he has been raised from the dead.  
 
This is the part we often focus on. We look at the bodily resurrection, and 
we look at what Jesus does that causes the disciples to know who he is.  
 
But, when I was studying our Scripture passage for this morning, I suddenly 
thought about these post-resurrection encounters in a new way.  
 
Yes, the disciples see Jesus for who he is, but Jesus also tells them who 
they are. 
 
Luke told us. “Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 
and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to 
rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of 
sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.” 
 
In the presence of the risen Christ, in a shared meal, and in witnessing the 
scars of the crucifixion, the disciples come face to face with the Son of 
God. They see him. They recognize him, and they know him. Once they 
know him, they hear his words in a brand-new way.  
 
In his presence, they find out who they are. In knowing him, he tells them 
who they are to be. John says, “Beloved, we are God’s children now; what 
we will be, has not been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is 
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.” 
 
We are God’s children here and now, but John says we don’t know yet 
what we will be. It hasn’t been revealed yet. And I don’t think he means that 
we have no idea what we will be, but rather that because we will become 
like God when we “see him as he is,” what we will be is so amazing that our 
human words can’t describe it.  
 
When God is revealed to us, we will be like God. We will be transformed 
into the likeness of God, and the truth of who we are as God’s children will 
be made clear. 
 
In worship, we encounter God, and that encounter changes us. It conforms 
us into the likeness of God, though in an imperfect and limited way.  



 

 

On the day when God is fully revealed to us, and we see God as God is, 
we will become like him in earnest, and what that will be is far more 
amazing that we can even begin to describe. 
 
As a child, one of the things that drove me most crazy was hearing my 
mom or my dad say, “Just wait until you have children of your own.” As 
children, sometimes we want nothing more than to grow up, to be in 
charge, and to do things in the way that we think is best.  
 
We resent that we aren’t in charge, and in our childhood wisdom, we are 
certain we could do things better our own way. A funny thing happens, 
though, as we grow up. As we encounter many of the same pressures and 
responsibilities our parents faced, we find that our perspective changes.  
 
I love the way I’ve heard it said when someone had this realization. They 
said, “I don’t know how it happened, but I opened my mouth, and my 
mother came out.” 
 
Our experiences shape us, even when we think they don’t. They change us 
into the kind of people we become. And, when we finally see God, as it 
says in 2 Corinthians, “with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as 
though reflected in a mirror,” we will be “transformed into the same image 
from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, the 
Spirit”. 
 
In all the verses that follow, John talks about sin and the Christian life. He 
even goes as far as saying that “no one who abides in Christ sins; no one 
who sins has either seen him or known him.”  
 
And maybe that makes you tremble in your boots a little. Does he really 
mean that if we sin, we are not Christians? Taken by itself, this verse 
seems to suggest that, but I think what John is pointing to is the tension of 
the Christian life. 
 
Right now, we are children of God. Right now, we belong to God through 
Jesus Christ. Right now, we are justified, saved by grace, and forgiven.  
 
At the same time, we are not fully pure. We are not righteous all the time. 
We make mistakes more times than we can count. But when we finally see 



 

 

God, when God is revealed to us, “we will be like him, for we will see him 
as he is.”  
 
On the day when our lives are fully and perfectly found in Christ, there will 
be no more sin, no more suffering, no more darkness, no more pain. We 
experience glimmers of that now, but it is far from perfect. 
 
When we experience God, we are transformed. 
 
We learn who we really are in the presence of God. 
 
And as we are transformed, we become more like him until the day when 
we finally see, when God is finally revealed.  
 
But until that day, in this in-between moment, in this time where we are 
already children of God but not yet completely who we are, we cling to 
hope.  
 
When we fall, we look to Jesus for direction. When we struggle, we call out 
to Christ. Even during times of hopelessness, our hope is in Jesus, and it is 
because of Jesus that we are being transformed and united to God. It is 
because of Jesus that we are being reconciled. And in him, we find our 
hope. 
 
Even as we stumble and fall, may Christ be our guide. Even when we’re 
lost, may Christ find us and forgive. Even though we’re sinners, may we be 
reminded daily of the gift of God’s amazing grace. And may we always look 
to Jesus, our Hope, as we await the day when we can finally see. Amen 
 


