Sermon: No Possessions in the Kingdom

Have you ever received a gift and had no idea what it was or what
you were supposed to do with it? But you are always gracious
and thankful and tell the deliverer how much you love it.

| wonder if that’s what happens to us when we hear Jesus say, “It
is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” We're
not quite sure what it is. We often don’t know what to make of the
kingdom or what to do with it.

Is Jesus talking about royalty, wealth, palaces, and power? For
many of us those are the images that come up when we think
about a kingdom. That’s what a kingdom often looks like in
movies and history books.

Maybe he is talking about heaven. Is the kingdom a reward in the
next life for being good, having faith, and believing in this life? If
so, then is this life nothing more than an installment payment to
secure a future place in heaven?

Is the kingdom security, safety, and guaranteed outcomes? After
all, Jesus prefaces the giving of the kingdom by saying, “Do not
be afraid.” | wish that were the kingdom, but security, safety, and
guaranteed outcomes have not always been my experience of
life. What about you?

We pray weekly, if not daily, for the kingdom to come on earth.
What are we really praying for? What comes to mind when you
think of or pray for the kingdom to come?



My guess is that most of us think of the kingdom as something to
be possessed: a reward from God, a perfect life in which we have
everything we want and everything goes our way, an ideal world.

But what if it's not?

What if the kingdom is not something to be possessed or had but
a different way of being? And here’s why | ask that.

Right after Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give
you the kingdom,” he tells us to sell our possessions and give to
the poor, and to make purses that do not wear out. He talks about
thieves that do not come near and moths that do not destroy.

| don’t think those are prescriptions or prerequisites for getting the
kingdom. Rather, they are descriptions of what the kingdom life
might be like.

So let me ask you this. What's the best way to keep a purse from
wearing out? Don’t put anything in it. What's the best way to keep
a thief away? Don’t have anything worth stealing. What's the best
way to keep moths from destroying? Don’t have anything that can
be destroyed.

So, what if the kingdom is a non-possession life? A life in which
we sell our possessions and provide givings, a life in which our
purses are empty, a life in which there is nothing to steal or
destroy.



| want us to be careful that we don't literalize the text. Jesus is
using metaphor, calling us into a new way of seeing and living. |
am not suggesting we all need to be poor, go without, or be
lacking. And | don’t think Jesus is saying we shouldn’t own or
have anything. In and of itself there is nothing virtuous about
poverty, lack, or insufficiency. The world does not need more poor
people. What the world needs is people who are not possessed
by their possessions, people who live a non-possessive life,
kingdom people.

Jesus is offering another vision of life, a kingdom vision. He is
calling into question a possessive way of life. The kingdom is not
a different place, a reward, or a thing to be had. It is a different
way of being, living, and relating. The kingdom is not a “where” or
a “what” but a “how.”

When | live a possessive life, | am more focused on me than we,
more passionate about my rights than my responsibilities, and
more concerned about being right than doing what'’s right.

| worry about the thief that steals and the moth that destroys. |
fear not only not having enough but that | am not enough. | am
always striving for more: more money, more stuff, more status,
more success, more control, even more of God.

Does any of that sound familiar? Does any of it resonate with your
life?

We see it every day in the news. It's what lies behind our conflicts
and divisions. And if we are honest, we can see it in our lives too.
We are possessive people, concerned about keeping what we



have and getting what we don’t have. We not only possess but
are possessed by what we possess whether they are things,
beliefs, opinions, status, or power.

Have you ever felt like you were possessed by your work, your
success, your house, or the stuff you own? Do you ever feel like
you spend more time and energy creating or maintaining your life
than living it? Have you ever felt possessed by your position,
another’s approval, the need to be right, the need to win or be in
control? And if so, what did it cost you? What did you lose? Is that
how you really want to live?

Have you ever been concerned about who was moving into your
neighborhood? Have you ever become angry and defensive when
someone questioned or challenged your religious or political
beliefs? Have you ever felt the need to change someone or get
them to do it your way? Have you ever needed to have the final
word or to be right? And if so, what were you trying to possess?
Or maybe the better question is what was possessing you?
We're at our best when we live non-possessive lives. We become
more welcoming and hospitable. We forgive more freely. We're
more generous with our time, money, and resources. We love
more extravagantly. \We see more clearly our deep
interconnection with and need of others.

A non-possessive life deepens our conversations and intimacy. It
makes us better parents, spouses, and friends. We handle conflict
and differences in better and more productive ways. We open our
hearts and minds to other people and new possibilities. We're
more creative and less judgmental of ourselves and others. Life is
fuller and we are freer to live.



That’s how | want to live, most of us probably do. We want to live
in the kingdom of life.

Fear is probably the greatest impediment to a non-possessive life.
Most of us live in fear, consciously or unconsciously, of losing
what we have and not getting what we don’t have. Maybe we
should be more afraid of what we already have, of being owned
by our possessions and desires. Maybe that’'s what Jesus is
talking about when he says, “Do not be afraid.” Do not be afraid of
a non-possessive life.

What is possessing you today? What owns your life? In what
ways are you being possessive of things, ideas or opinions,
opportunities and resources, other people, yourself, God? What
would a non-possessive life look like for you today?

“It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” Amen



